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Valuable Pieces to Know from the Start:
• Rhodes & Marshall Scholarships fund 2-3 years of  intensive graduate study in the United 

Kingdom (Rhodes = Oxford only; Marshall = any university in the UK)

• To be eligible, candidates must meet both the basic and mission-driven eligibility

• Expects candidates to have substantive evidence of  academic excellence (research, advanced 
coursework), leadership and/or public service, experiences that originate with academic commitments

• Open to all disciplines, but there are some degrees that the scholarships will not fund

• Expects candidates to be seeking degrees from program/institutions that are an ideal fit (not just 
Oxford for Oxford’s sake)

• Are futurist

• Expects candidates to have a driving mission, motivation, and vision for the future and how they are 
going to make meaningful, lasting changes globally

• You do not need to apply for admission at the university(ies) before applying for the scholarship
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Basic Criteria Across both Scholarships:
• Be a third-or fourth-year at USC; or recent alumni (age restrictions and undergraduate degree 

completion date apply)

• Demonstrate a high esteem for scholarship: evidenced by high academic achievement (3.7+ 
cumulative GPA), research or other scholarly activities that provide a case for success in chosen 
graduate degree program;

• Evidence of  significant leadership and future leadership potential;

• Evidence of  commitment to civic engagement through significant co- and extra-curricular (off-
campus) involvement, public service, activities that prove you are ambitious for others;

• Able to present a compelling and well-constructed case for your academic program of  choice in the 
UK;

• Able to articulate your personal goals and a clear vision for your academic and professional 
future, as well as how you will be a “change agent” or “fight the world’s fight”; evidence of  agency 
and an understanding of  power structures

• Be able to secure three to eight in-depth letters of  recommendation
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Marshall Scholarship:

• Marshall Scholarships support US citizens of  high ability for a two year+ post-graduate degree 
experience in the United Kingdom.

• Up to 50 Scholars are selected each year to study at graduate level at any UK institution, including 
Northern Ireland, in any field of  study, fully funded for two years+.

• Degrees can be taken at two different institutions.

• The selection criteria are divided into three equally weighted categories: Academic Merit, Leadership 
Potential, Ambassadorial Potential

• Expressions of  interest in studying at universities other than Oxford, Cambridge and Greater London 
are particularly welcomed. 

• If  a candidate puts Oxford, Cambridge or Imperial College, King’s College London, LSE or UCL as 
their first-choice institution in a given year, none of  these universities can be listed as second choice 
institutions. See Rules for Marshall Scholarship Candidates 2027

• Program website: http://www.marshallscholarship.org/

https://www.marshallscholarship.org/apply/eligibility/criteria-academic-merit
https://www.marshallscholarship.org/apply/eligibility/criteria-leadership-potential
https://www.marshallscholarship.org/apply/eligibility/criteria-leadership-potential
https://www.marshallscholarship.org/apply/eligibility/criteria-ambassadorial-potential
https://www.marshallscholarship.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2027-Rules-for-Marshall-Scholarship-Candidates_final.pdf
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Identifying Graduate Programs (Marshall)

• Before you apply, complete an extensive review of  the Marshall 
Scholarship website with special attention to:

• In 2014 a system for assessing the quality of  research in UK higher education institutions (HEIs) 
called the Research Excellence Framework (REF) was introduced. 

• Choosing a University in the UK: UK institutions, Partnership Scholarships, Marshall Partner 
Universities, Course Search

• Reach out to a recipient in your field using the Marshall Scholar Profiles

• Frequently Asked Questions

https://www.marshallscholarship.org/
https://www.marshallscholarship.org/
http://www.ref.ac.uk/
https://www.marshallscholarship.org/partners/
https://www.marshallscholarship.org/partners/
https://www.marshallscholarship.org/scholars/scholar-profiles/
http://www.marshallscholarship.org/applications/faqs
http://www.marshallscholarship.org/applications/faqs
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Rhodes Scholarship:

• Rhodes Scholars are chosen not only for their outstanding scholarly achievements, but for 
their character, commitment to others and to the common good, and for their potential for 
leadership in whatever domains their careers may lead.

• The Rhodes Trust provides full financial support for 32 US Rhodes Scholars to pursue a 
postgraduate degree or degrees at the University of  Oxford and a number of  international 
Rhodes Scholarships, including the Global Rhodes.

• Selection criteria: Academic Excellence; Energy to Use your Talents to the Full; Truth, 
Courage, Devotion to Duty; and Moral Force of  Character

• Applicants are not permitted to receive edits on Statement of  Purpose

• Program website: http://www.rhodesscholar.org/
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Identifying Graduate Programs (Oxford)

• Before you apply, complete an extensive review of  the Rhodes Scholarship 
website and Rhodes House website with special attention to the following pages:

• A-Z list of  the graduate courses at Oxford University
• An Introduction to the types of  graduate degrees offered by Oxford University
• University of  Oxford Graduate Admissions
• Application Overview Videos to guide you through the application process
• Information for Candidates applying to the 2027 Rhodes Scholarship through the U.S.
• Conditions of  Tenure (courses covered by the Rhodes Scholarship)
• Privacy Policy and data protection statement
• Frequently Asked Questions
• District Regions & Interview Locations
• Reach out to a Rhodes Scholar in your field

http://www.rhodesscholar.org/
http://www.rhodesscholar.org/
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/courses/find-your-course
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/courses/find-your-course
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/courses/find-your-course
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/courses/find-your-course
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/courses
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/courses
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/scholarships/application-overview/
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/scholarships/application-overview/
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/media/krzn5ksn/usa-information-for-candidates-document-2027-final.pdf
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/media/krzn5ksn/usa-information-for-candidates-document-2027-final.pdf
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/media2/mcpnrffh/conditions-of-tenure-october-2024.pdf
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/media2/mcpnrffh/conditions-of-tenure-october-2024.pdf
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/pages/personal-data-conduct-privacy-policies/
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/pages/personal-data-conduct-privacy-policies/
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/office-of-the-american-secretary/application-overview/frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/office-of-the-american-secretary/application-overview/frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/office-of-the-american-secretary/application-overview/us-districts-and-interview-locations/
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/office-of-the-american-secretary/application-overview/us-districts-and-interview-locations/
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/office-of-the-american-secretary/us-winners/us-rhodes-scholarship-winners/
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USC Campus Endorsement Application Components:
• Online application, including 3 letters of  recommendation (due Sunday, June 21, 2026)

• Personal Statement (750 words max)

• Proposed Academic Program(s) (500 words max)

• Leadership (500 words max)

• Ambassadorial Potential (500 words max)

• Post Scholarship Plan (150 words max)

• 6 additional short answer questions (personal info, significant courses taken, public service, needs of  society, etc.)

• A comprehensive resume or curriculum vitae (CV)

• Three letters of  recommendation submitted by the campus deadline;

• The names of  one to five additional recommenders (Rhodes only)

• Unofficial transcript (3.7 overall GPA)

You only complete ONE campus endorsement application and interview; institution endorsement is for Rhodes and/or Marshall scholarships
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Letters of  Recommendation:

Campus Endorsement: 3 total letters

• 2 academic letters; 1 who can testify to your leadership through service, etc.

National Competitions:

Marshall: 3 total letters; 2 should be academic; 1 who can testify to your leadership, service 
and/or ambition for others

Rhodes: 8 total letters; 5 should be academic; 3 should testify to your leadership, service 
and/or ambition for others (character)

Academic letters = from teaching or research faculty (any rank/any institution); no post-docs 
or graduate students.

No letters from advisors of  any type (career, academic, etc.), peers, or professionals who do 
not know you well.
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Campus Endorsement Timeline

• June 21, 2026: Campus Endorsement Deadline

• Late June – Early July: Interviews by invite-only

• July-August: Endorsed Candidates work closely with AHF and faculty 
mentors on refining materials

• Early September: Campus Feedback Meeting with Faculty Committee

• Late September/Early October: Scholarship National Deadlines
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Other UK Fellowships to consider…

Study UK British Council Website (GREAT, Commonwealth & Chevening Scholarships) 
https://study-uk.britishcouncil.org/

Fulbright U.S. Student Program (UK graduate study or research awards)
https://ahf.usc.edu/fellowships/fulbright/

Churchill Scholarship (U. of  Cambridge; STEM only)
https://ahf.usc.edu/fellowships/churchill/

Gates-Cambridge Scholarship (U. of  Cambridge)
https://www.gatescambridge.org/

Ertegun Scholarship (Oxford; Humanities only)
https://www.ertegun.ox.ac.uk/scholarships

Ellison Scholarship (Oxford; supports fully funded DPhil (PhD) study and projects related to EIT’s four humane endeavors.)
https://eit.org/education-and-scholarships/graduate

Siddall Sheffield Scholarship (University of  Sheffield, one-year Engineering Masters)
https://sheffield.ac.uk/international/fees-and-funding/us/siddall-scholarship

https://study-uk.britishcouncil.org/
https://study-uk.britishcouncil.org/
https://study-uk.britishcouncil.org/
https://ahf.usc.edu/fellowships/fulbright/
https://ahf.usc.edu/fellowships/churchill/
https://www.gatescambridge.org/
https://www.ertegun.ox.ac.uk/scholarships
https://eit.org/#humane-endeavours
https://eit.org/education-and-scholarships/graduate
https://eit.org/education-and-scholarships/graduate
https://eit.org/education-and-scholarships/graduate
https://eit.org/education-and-scholarships/graduate
https://eit.org/education-and-scholarships/graduate
https://sheffield.ac.uk/international/fees-and-funding/us/siddall-scholarship
https://sheffield.ac.uk/international/fees-and-funding/us/siddall-scholarship
https://sheffield.ac.uk/international/fees-and-funding/us/siddall-scholarship
https://sheffield.ac.uk/international/fees-and-funding/us/siddall-scholarship
https://sheffield.ac.uk/international/fees-and-funding/us/siddall-scholarship
https://sheffield.ac.uk/international/fees-and-funding/us/siddall-scholarship
https://sheffield.ac.uk/international/fees-and-funding/us/siddall-scholarship
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Mina Jung
2026 Grad & Rhodes Scholarship 
Finalist

Major: Neuroscience
Minor: Mathematical Data Analytics
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Questions?

Jamie Kwong named 2018 USC 

Marshall Scholar - The international 

relations major also earned a 

progressive master’s in public 

diplomacy through a joint program 

between USC Annenberg and USC 

Dornsife.

Oscar De Los Santos, a 2015 USC 

graduate in political science, is among 

32 Americans announced as Rhodes 

Scholars.

http://annenberg.usc.edu/communication/public-diplomacy-MPD
http://annenberg.usc.edu/communication/public-diplomacy-MPD
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